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PREFACE. 


Tue delay which has occurred in the appearance of the 


present number, beyond the period fixed in the prospec- 


tus, has been owing solely tothe expectation that a similar 
publication would have been issued, as promised, from a 
press in this city. But for this circumstance, the first num- 
ber of the Minrrary & Navat Maeazine of the United 
States, would have been presented to its patrons and the 
public, on the Ist of January, 1833. 


That there is an ample field for a work of this deserip- 
tion, cannot admit of a momentary doubt. When the Offi- 
cers of both Services find that they have a medium of com- 
munication, expressly devoted to their interests and wants, 
one in which professional science, attainments and improve- 
ments, can be introduced, and the various matters connect- 
ed with their professional duties diseussed, while it offers 
an hour’s agreeable entertainment,—they will not be back- 
ward in bestowing that encouragement, necessary to the 
existence of all periodicals. Much, however, must and will 
depend upon the manner in which the work is conducted, 
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and in this respect, every effort will be made, on the part 
of the editor, to render it worthy of continued support.— 
If the few first numbers should not meet the expectations 
of all, let it be borne in mind, that the editor has to acquire 
an experience, which will be a guide to his future course ; 
and that he has to collect materials from various sources, 
to select, compare, and arrange them. Ifa love of coun- 
try, and a desire to protect and preserve our valuable in- 
stitutions—if a wish to spread abroad the name, resources, 
and capabilities of our fast growing republic—if a sincere 
admiration of the gallantry, worth and importance of our 
officers, and some little experience in one of the Executive 
Departments, can present any claims to confidence and 
support, then these may be proffered with good faith. 


In this new and hitherto untried field, the editor hopes 
to be sustained by the fostering smiles of those, to whose 
interests and gratification he is prepared to devote his time, 
abilities and resources. 


Confirmed by the opinions of many officers, whose judg- 
ments can be relied upon, as to the utility of this Maga- 
zine, and of the practicability of sustaining it, and encour- 
aged by the hopes, as well as by the promises of assistance, 
the present number is offered to the public, but particu- 
larly to the Army and Navy. 


The desired proportion of original matter has not been 
obtained: this difficulty, however, will be gradually les- 
sened, and perhaps entirely obviated, in the succeeding 
numbers. Nor has it been thought essential, to arrange 


the selected articles according to the subjects treated.— 
While aiming to allow an equal space to both branches of 
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the public service, it cannot be expected, that the pages 
will be so exactly divided between them as to give the same 
number of lines to each ; in one number, the Army may 
have more than its proportion, and in another, the Navy ; 
but impartiality, in this respect, will be observed. 


It may not be amiss to state, that the Magazine will not 
be influenced by, or take sides with, any of the political 


parties in the country. Though pursuing a strictly neu- 


tral course in this respect, its pages will not be closed 
against the temperate discussion of questions relating to 
the welfare of the Officers or the Services. 


Contributions, upon any subject that may be deemed 
useful, important, or interesting, are respectfully solicit- 
ed. There are many who have it in their power to ren- 
der efficient aid, and surely they will not withhold it. 


The paper upon which the first number is printed, is 
not of the quality intended to be used; it was the best 
that could be obtained on an emergency. 


March 1, 1833. 
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